Previous studies have linked CD8+ T cell subset IFNgamma production to HAM/TSP disease evolution [1, 2] , as well as its dependence on infected monocytes (Enose-Akahata et al. 2008). In addition, infective dermatitis (ID) can trigger HAM/TSP in children and adolescents [3] . Therefore, we quantified ex vivo expression of IFNgamma/STAT1-regulated genes CD64 and CD95 in monocytes and neutrophils by flow cytometry in 44 subjects from Brazil and Peru, ranging from normal donors (ND), asymptomatics (AS), infective dermatitis (ID) and HAM/TSP to HAM/TSP+ID co-morbidity. Ex vivo CD64 expression in neutrophils was significantly associated with disease progression, with ND.
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